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Stakeholders chart future for Project Renewal
Project Renewal started off 2021 revisiting our strategic plan, updating and
recommitting to our mission and values. Our organization provides an impactful
service to our community and helps countless youth and families as a result.

MISSION
We empower children and families by acting as a loving presence in the neighborhood.

CORE VALUES
Dignity: We affirm the worth and gift of each person.
Stability: We provide structure and support for kids and neighbors.
Trust: We offer a warm, welcoming presence in the neighborhood.
Education: We invest in our children and neighbors to reach their full potential.
Justice: We advocate for just and equitable opportunities.
Project Renewal parents, alumni, volunteers, donors and other important stakeholders formed a variety of focus groups
providing input for strengthening and expanding operations. Strategies to support our children, families, and
neighborhood in a meaningful way continue to be implemented. Strategic areas you can help us build upon include:

Recruiting, training and supporting
interns, volunteers and staff.

Expanding and maintaining physical
space and services.

Raising awareness and funding for all
our needs.

Famous guitarist visits Project Renewal
Juno empowers kids through music
Despite her busy schedule, from being Lizzo’s lead guitarist to going on tour with major acts like Bruno Mars and Fifth Harmony, or kicking it with her celebrity friends like Camila Cabello, Juno still makes time to give back to her community. Through a collaboration with the River Music Experience (RME), Juno led a three-event education series with the students from Project Renewal.
“How many of you like living in the Quad Cities,” Juno asked a group of students from Davenport’s Project Renewal program. In
response, Juno stated, “If you don’t like it, be the person who changes it. Be the person to get this place poppin’!”
Juno visited Project Renewal’s site during her first event, and her electric energy instantly captured the students’ attention.
After breaking the ice via a “red-rover” style game, where she and the students bonded through expressing different things they
liked, she began to share her story. After performing, she explained to the kids that they all have a unique story and life too, and
during the following events, she would help the kids explore these ideas.
During her second event, the students traveled to RME’s location and met with Juno to write and perform their own stories.
The students received music lessons so they could understand the basic elements of scales and notes. Once the students wrote
out their stories, Juno brought everyone together to rap/sing their own stories over her playing acoustic guitar. While many kids
were nervous about sharing their stories, Juno and her stellar mother had an uncanny knack for bringing out the best in others.
During her last event, Juno recapped everything she had gone over with the students, and she began to teach the students
rhythm and cadence. Thanks to RME’s plentiful supply of instruments, the students could play music alongside Juno while she
played and sang songs. There were smiles on every child’s face as Juno orchestrated her youth band, and they finished off the day
with a game of musical chairs and pictures. She left all who attended feeling empowered and hopeful for the future.
*Written by Avery Pearl, this article appeared in the Echo QC’s online music publication, powered by the RME. Avery joined Project Renewal in Dec. ‘20,
initially hired to help staff our expanded program hours for youth during online school.

Such a joy

Thoughts from Project Renewal
Through my work at Project Renewal, I have been so strongly reminded
of why I want to go into education and what a difference teachers and
mentors can make in kids' lives. In the time since I started working at Project Renewal, I have learned so much about how kids learn and new strategies to keep kids in
different grade levels engaged and interested in their homework and education.
There have been many days where I walk into the Treat House tired and worn-out, but
the kids and their energy brighten my mood and remind me of why I choose to work
there as soon as they get there. The joy I get out of working at Project Renewal is why
I encouraged a friend of mine who is also an education major to begin volunteering
there and she too has quickly fallen in love with the program and the kids.
Emily Mohr, St. Ambrose University student
When I was invited to be a board member for Project Renewal, I was
delighted to be part of such an amazing organization. What is even
more exciting is that it is practically right in my backyard. It has been such a joy
being able to see the many activities take place in the neighborhood. Every
year, my family and I look forward to the happy noises of Fit-Fest and all the
participants having such a great time! Project Renewal is such a positive for
the Gold Coast neighborhood in so many ways. I am honored to be a part
of an organization who does so much for children and their families.
Victoria Keninger, Project Renewal Board Member

Cover: Little fish, big reward. Learning at Nahant Marsh is fun; Page 2: College application time;
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We’ve been such busy bees, we had to call in batman to help; Page 4: Giving back is important to
Project Renewal kids! Volunteering to operate the water station at the Bix@6 is nourishing for many.

CONTRIBUTION IDEA:

Planned gifts

Planned gifts can take many
forms and there are many
options and opportunities.
Some have added tax benefits
for the donor, including a
charitable deduction, no capital
gains tax, or saving your heirs
undue tax burdens and allowing
you to accomplish your
charitable objectives. Gifts
may also qualify for matching
contributions from your
employer.

NOTES From the director
Project Renewal staff and volunteers held things together throughout our year of expanded programming during the day for
online school learners and continuing our afterschool and summer in person program. Engaging our youth through educational support, recreational activities and the much needed social-emotional attention, their presence is impactful and motivating,
encouraging youth to reach their potential.
As we continue to refine our high school cohort, the Futures Group, we realize that much of what we work on together with
the high school students are skills and awareness that can greatly benefit our junior high kids. At the end of the 2020-21 school
year, we began a new program called Junior High Jam (JHJ) Sessions. We work on important elements of personal success such as
time management, focus and self-love. We introduce the idea of different pathways to a future goal and promote the Davenport
Schools Career and Technical Education program as one way to get a head start. We also have some fun and build that sense of
camaraderie and support that being part of the Project Renewal family offers all our kids.
Throughout the year, partnerships with other local organizations continue to bring lessons and fun. Our time spent with the
River Music Experience (RME) and Center for Alcohol and Drug Services (CADS) does both! CADS provided programming with lessons
and practice with asking clarifying questions, decision making, refusal skills, healthy hangouts, and identifying trusted friends and
adults, etc. Helping youth take control and responsibility for themselves. RME outreach helps build self-esteem and creativity, improves listening, memory and math skills, and relieves stress. Developing healthy habits and learning skills brings joy and fulfillment.
First day of summer program kicked off with a mini Fit-Fest in Sr. Concetta Park and a dunk tank outside the Treat House as
we kept things cool! Local musicians from the RME visited and brought instruments, lessons and patience to share with the kids,
letting them experiment making music.
The following weeks were filled with swimming lessons, math, reading, writing, craft projects and field trips. Painting, bracelet
making, and tye dye t-shirts were a few popular activities. Participants were visited by a local youth librarian to give book talks for
all grade levels, introducing new authors and series, and loaning us several books. Visiting our riverfront to play basketball and
cool off at the Sprayground were spontaneous adventures that kept things lively.
While we have always had a variety of field trips and camp opportunities throughout summer programming, this year we
bumped up the frequency of learning about environmental initiatives and practices. All our kids enjoyed learning and playing at
Nahant Marsh, the Wapsi Environmental Center and Our Lady of the Prairie Retreat Center. Smaller groups took in a ballgame at
Modern Woodmen Park, visited Niabi Zoo, or volunteered at the Bix at Six training runs, among other fun times.
In addition to having the option to attend summer program daily, PR high school students also were able to attend glass
blowing sessions at Hot Glass, camp at Sherman Park near Calamus, IA, tour Our Lady of the Prairie Retreat Center, and view the
night sky at the Menke Observatory assisted by a St. Ambrose professor and members of the Quad Cities Astronomy Club. Students were also provided information on opportunities to learn about different careers/apprenticeships at a Skilled Trades Expo
sponsored by the League of United Latin American Citizens (LULAC) local chapter.
Ann Schwickerath is the executive director of Project Renewal.
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Last Day of Summer: Summer staff
Katie Binkley, Lauren Skolos, Bernard
Buhake, Vince Shaw, Avery Pearl,
Jazzy Bowman.

Then and now:
Celebrating high
school graduation.
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Tweens: Tweens trip created
bright smiles on a cloudy day!

Read: Reading books plays an
important part every day after
school and in the summer at the
Treat House.

Our Lady of the Prairie
retreat center:
Outdoor fun, creative
play, healthy minds.
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RME: Music speaks to us
in all shapes and sizes.
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Then and now: Achieving a milestone
with community college graduation.
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THANK YOU to Funders:

Live Uncommon
Quad Cities Latino Foundation
Mary Iva Gittens Knouse Charitable Fund
Notre Dame Club of the Quad Cities
Our Lady of Lourdes Parish
Quad Cities Latino Foundation
Quad City Bank & Trust
Quad City Community Foundation
Quinn Family Fund
QC Morning Optimist Club
Rice Bowl
Jim & Michelle Russell
St. John Vianney Church
St. Paul Lutheran Church
St. Vincent’s Home
Teens For Tomorrow
Theisen’s More For Your Community
United Way – United for Equity Fund
United Way – Strategic Impact Fund
Wolfe Family Foundation

BOARD MEMBERS:
Alex Cahill, President
Nick Anderson, Vice-President
Tara Haiston, Secretary
Colleen Porter, Treasurer
Victoria Keninger
Brett Ketelsen
Eleanor Kiel
Elisa Klein

Eileen O’Brien
Richard Pokora
Ryan Saddler
Carole Six

EMERITUS MEMBERS:
Nancy Carroll*
Cathy Halligan
Meg Halligan*
Msgr. Marvin Mottet*
Tom Roederer

Steve Sears
Rachel Serianz
Barb Tinsman
Wilma Hauser*
* deceased

906 W. 5th Street
Davenport, IA 52802

Bettendorf Rotary
Birdies For Charity
Duncan J. Cameron Family Foundation
Catholic Service Board
Community Development Block Grant
Cross Point Church
Davenport Lend a Hand
Duluth-Superior Area Community
Foundation
Futures Fund Donors
GlaxoSmithKline
Gold Coast-Hamburg Historic
District Association
John Golinvaux Family
Group O
Howard & Carol Harkins Charitable Trust
Holy Family Parish
Hubbell-Waterman Foundation
Individual Donors
James R. & Anita Horne Jenkins
Family Foundation
Leading Ladies Giving Circle

